Be safe around
dogs you know
Dogs don’t like hugs and kisses—
scratch the side of its neck instead.
Play safe games—fetch, teach tricks,
hide and seek—no tug or chasing
games.
Ask an adult to play too!
Respect the dog’s resting place, toys,
food and bones.

COMPLAINTS
The Sunshine Coast Regional
District (SCRD) encourages
responsible pet ownership
through licensing, public
education and enforcement.
The SCRD provides dog control services in Halfmoon Bay, Roberts Creek,
Elphinstone, West Howe Sound and the Sechelt Indian Government District.
The Dog Control Officer responds to complaints from the public regarding violations
of the Sunshine Coast Regional District Dog Regulation and Impounding Bylaw No.
376, 1994.

For information on preventing or reporting
dog bites, please call 604-885-6817.
www.scrd.ca/Dog-Control.

DOG BITE
PREVENTION

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
ABOUT DOG BITE PREVENTION
Even the sweetest puppy can bite if provoked.

•

•

If a dog approaches to sniff you—
stay still. In most cases, the dog will
go away when it determines you
are not a threat.
If you are threatened by a dog,
remain CALM. Don’t scream. If
you speak, do so calmly and firmly.
Avoid eye contact. Try to stay still

•

until the dog leaves or back away
slowly until the dog is out of sight.
Don’t turn and run.
If you fall or are knocked down,
curl into a ball with your hands over
your head and neck. Protect your
face.

Carefully consider your pet selection.
Make sure your pet is socialized.
Train your dog.
Keep your dog healthy.
Neuter or spay your pet.
Be alert to your dog’s behaviour.
Watch for signs your dog is uncomfortable or feeling aggressive.
Be cautious around strange dogs and treat your pet with respect.
Be a responsible pet owner and licence your dog and obey leash laws.
Dogs are social animals; spending time with your pet is important.
Dogs that are frequently left alone have a greater chance of developing
behavioural problems.

HOW TO AVOID BEING BITTEN
•
•
•

Never leave a baby or small child
with a dog.
Ask permission to pet someone’s
dog and teach your children to do
the same.
Be on the lookout for potentially
dangerous situations.

•
•
•

Don’t run past a dog. Dogs love to
chase things.
Don’t give a dog a reason to be
aggressive.
Never disturb a dog that’s caring
for puppies.

DOGS ARE AMAZING ANIMALS
They love us unconditionally. They
protect our homes. They find lost
children. They fetch the newspaper.
They swim. They lay by the fire. They
pull sleds in the snow. They predict
seizures and sniff out cancer cells. They
lead the blind. They hear for the deaf.
They comfort the elderly. They leap from
helicopters to rescue the drowning. They
roll in dead stuff. They chase the cat.
They dig up the garden. They die for
us in war time. They sniff out drugs and
bombs. They pull wheelchairs. They race
agility courses. They steal the remote.
They warm our feet and our hearts.

Despite 12,000 years of living with dogs,
they remain largely misunderstood by
humans. When a dog bites we interpret
this in human terms. In most cases the
bite is a normal behaviour. The dog that
bites is not necessarily a mean dog or
a bad dog—he is just a dog. To prevent
dog bites we need to understand what
motivates the dog to bite and reduce the
risk through modification of both human
and dog behaviour.
Learn to recognize different dog body
language. Learn to speak dog and to
recognize signs of aggression to help
stop dog bites.

