TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Monday, November 02, 2015
SCRD “Cedar” Room, 1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC
AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER 10:15 AM
AGENDA
1. Adoption of Agenda
MINUTES
2. Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of September
14, 2015 (for information only, previously adopted).

Annex A
pp. 1-4

REPORTS
3. Sunshine Coast Speed Watch Reports, August and September of
2015, and Daily Operations Report of September 4, 2015.

Annex B
pp. 5-7

COMMUNICATIONS
5. Jon Hird, Sunshine Coast Speed Watch
Regarding Results of Speed Watch radar deployment on
September 24, 2015

Annex C
pp. 8-9

4. Selina Williams, Corporate Officer, Town of Gibsons
Regarding Terms of References – Fixed Link Study

Annex D
p. 10

5. Don Legault, A/Operations Manager, Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure
Regarding Speed Limit reduction on North Road

Annex E
p. 11

6. Rob and Janet Bennie, Sunshine Coast Resident
Regarding Bike Paths

Annex F
pp. 12-13

ROUND TABLE
NEXT MEETING To be announced
ADJOURNMENT

Annex A
SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
September 14, 2015

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE CEDAR ROOM OF THE SUNSHINE COAST
REGIONAL DISTRICT OFFICES, 1975 FIELD ROAD, SECHELT, BC.

PRESENT:
(Voting Members)

Director, Electoral Area E, Chair
Director, Electoral Area A
Director, Electoral Area B
Director, Electoral Area D
Director, Electoral Area F
Director, Town of Gibsons
Alternate Director, District of Sechelt
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
BC Ferries
Trustee, School District No. 46
Transportation Choices (TraC)

Lorne Lewis
Frank Mauro
Garry Nohr
Mark Lebbell
Ian Winn
Silas White
Alice Lutes
Don Legault
Hanna Josephson
Greg Russell
Joe Vechter

ICBC

Harvey Kooner

ALSO PRESENT:
(Non-Voting)

General Manager, Infrastructure Services
Manager, Transit and Fleet
Detachment Commander, RCMP
Parks Planning Coordinator
S. Sunshine Coast Ferry Advisory Committee
Sunshine Coast Speed Watch
Members of Public
Recording Secretary

Bryan Shoji
Gordon Dykstra
S/Sgt Vishal Mathura
Sam Adams
Barry Cavens
Jon Hird
1
Susan Fernandez

CALL TO ORDER

10:21 am

AGENDA

The Agenda was adopted as presented.

ABSENT:
(With Regrets)

ROUNDTABLE INTRODUCTIONS
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MINUTES
Recommendation No. 1

Minutes

The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the minutes of the June 29, 2015
meeting be received for information.
REPORTS
Recommendation No. 2

Sunshine Coast Speed Watch Reports, June 2015 and July 2015

The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the Sunshine Coast Speed Watch
Reports for June 2015 and July 2015 be received.
Staff Sergeant Mathura announced that Kevin Shepherd and Mike Lebrack have filled Todd
Bozak’s position.
COMMUNICATIONS
Recommendation No. 3

Communications

The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the following communications be
received:







Frank Mauro, SCRD Director, Area A – Pender Harbour/Egmont, regarding Vehicles such
as boats, trailers, and cars left on road right of way for extended periods;
Lorne Lewis, SCRD Director Area E – Elphinstone, Chair, regarding “S” bend at 12001300 block of Gower Point Road;
Jakob Knaus, Southern Sunshine Coast Ferry Advisory Committee, regarding BC Ferries
May Traffic 2015;
Sarah Cormack, Sunshine Coast Resident, regarding Highway to Port Mellon;
Steve Bird, Howe Sound Pulp and Paper, regarding Maintenance of Port Mellon Highway
from Langdale to Howe Sound Pulp and Paper;
Alun Woolliams, Transportation Choices (TraC) Sunshine Coast, regarding on-road
stencils and road signage for cycling lanes and walking paths.

Recommendation No. 4

Removal of Abandoned Vehicles

The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that a letter be written to the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure with an inquiry on how to deal with the issue of removing
abandoned vehicles from roadsides on the Sunshine Coast.
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“S” Bend at 1200-1300 Block of Gower Point Road
Director Lewis noted he has received calls from constituents voicing concern about the condition
of the road at the 1200-1300 block of Gower Point Road, and requested that repairs be made in
this area.
Highway to Port Mellon
Mr. Legault indicated he would review signage and pedestrian safety in the area of Forbes and
the Port Mellon Highway.
Maintenance of Port Mellon Highway from Langdale to Howe Sound Pulp and Paper
Mr. Legault noted the yellow line on the section of Port Mellon Highway to Howe Sound Pulp and
Paper would be redone in the next week, and that depressions will soon would be paved over when
B&A Blacktop has materials available.
Cycling Infrastructure on the Sunshine Coast
Mr. Vechter commented on TraC observations regarding aspects of cycling infrastructure on the
Sunshine Coast that do not meet current standards. He highlighted bike stencils not being replaced
on roads, and shoulders suddenly ending, sending cyclists onto the roadway.
Mr. Legault explained that it had been decided that the road stencil markings would be replaced
by more permanent solutions, such as signage.
Extensive discussion ensued on cycling infrastructure, road markings and signage on the coast.
Mr. Legault indicated he hoped for more resources to address cycling infrastructure as the BC On
The Move program rolls out in the next year.
Recommendation No. 5

Cyclist Awareness

The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that a letter be sent to ICBC regarding
increasing driver awareness of cyclists and cyclist awareness of drivers on the Sunshine Coast.
Recommendation No. 6

Cycling Meeting

The Transportation Advisory Committee recommended that the Sunshine Coast Regional District
organize a meeting of the cycling community and interested parties on the coast to discuss cycling
infrastructure issues and develop a list of items to be addressed to move forward in the coming
year.
Director Winn announced that there would be some public information meetings held soon
regarding bikeways and walkways.
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ROUND TABLE
Director Lebbell discussed with Mr. Legault a survey about a barrier on Hill Road and the
treatment of invasive plant species.
Mr. Cavens announced that BC Ferries has reinstated sailings on Sundays. The Ferries Advisory
Group has set up an operations group, which has been working with BC Ferries. Mr. Cavens
requested clarification about a Board resolution on fare discounts for arts and culture groups.
Upon further discussion, it was determined that further clarification of this would be required.
Mr. Vechter noted there was resurfacing in West Sechelt over ninety days ago, with no marking of
the centre line. The fog line has been resurfaced and not marked. Mr. Vechter also inquired about
scheduling of road work at Selma Park Road and Highway 101.
Mr. Legault responded that the centre line would be repainted within the next two weeks. At Selma
Park Road and Highway 101, work is scheduled to install a bus pullout, including paving to Selma
Park Road and around the corner.
Mr. Shoji noted that, regarding the re-instated Sunday ferry service, transit does not align with
the BC ferry schedule for two morning runs (8:25 and 10:25).
Alternate Director Lutes inquired about the “Yield” sign at the Corner Gas intersection. Mr.
Legault explained the reasoning and logistics related to the sign.
Mr. Legault announced a crosswalk at Madeira Park would be installed today, and possibly also
at Cedar Grove Elementary. Roberts Creek Elementary crosswalk would be installed the following
week.
The new Manager of Transit and Fleet, Gordon Dykstra, extended greetings to the committee.
Director Winn, following up on a petition for a speed zone change on North Road at Marine Drive,
thanked MoTI for the change from 60 to 50 kilometres on one end of North Road. He noted the
other end still has a speed limit of 60 km.
Mr. Legault noted that the sign change was made in error and is premature, as the speed reduction
review has yet to be completed. The sign will be corrected.
Director Lewis thanked MoTI for the work on stem injection of the knotweed at Chaster Park.
Mr. Hird inquired about the signal lights at the School Road intersection. Mr. Legault explained
that the signal lights would be reprogrammed when the repaving work has been completed.
NEXT MEETING

November 2, 2015

ADJOURNMENT

12:00 p.m.
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Annex C

Cst Glen Martin
First Nations Police
Sunshine Coast RCMP
Hi Glen,
I have attached a copy of the results of our 2 hour Speed Watch
radar deployment (2015-09-24) for your records.
During that period we observed a significant number of vehicles
(86) crossing the solid lane line to merge left before, or at, Chelpi.
It would appear that the "late mergers" fall into two categories:
(1) visitors who are unfamiliar with lane configuration at that
location and are trapped in the right lane with only a very short
distance before running out of broken lane line, and
(2) locals who deliberately use the right turn lane to get a jump on
traffic in the through lane by driving at excessive speeds.
Motorcyclists in particular seem to use this strategy; one
motorcycle was measured at 88 km/h.
Unfortunately, this type of driver behavior (willfully ignoring the
MVA) is not likely to be altered by the presence of Speed Watch
at the roadside. Speed Watch is most successful when deployed
at locations where we are able to remind drivers of a sudden
change in posted maximum, like playgrounds and school zones,
or on roads that appear to be designed for much higher speeds
than the posted maximum.
May I suggest that the type of driving we observed today might be
most successfully addressed by some type of ongoing
enforcement program at that location.
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I hope this has been helpful.
Jon Hird
Sunshine Coast Speed Watch
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Annex D
TOWN OF GIBSONS
P:604-886-2274
F: 604-886-9735
Website: www.gibsons.ca

PC Box340
474 South Fletcher Road
Gibsons, BC VON IVO

OCT 1 3 2015

October 8, 2015

Ms. Angie Legault
Corporate Officer! Manager of Legislative Services
Sunshine Coast Regional District
1975 Field Road
Sechelt, BC VON 3A1
Dear MsLegault:
Re:

Terms of Reference

—

Fixed Link Study

th, 2015 Regular Council Meeting, Council resolved to send a letter to the
At the October 6
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure requesting that the Town of Gibsons be
consulted on the Terms of Reference for the Sunshine Coast Fixed Link Study.

Council has also requested that this information be shared with you and ask that you
consider including this as a late item for discussion at the October 8, 2015 Regular Board
meeting.
Thank you for your assistance with this matter.
Yours truly,
TOWN OFGIBSONS

•

:,.SelinaWilliams
Corporate Officer

)
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Annex E
BRITISH
COLUMBIA
The Best Place on Earth

September 25, 2015
Bryan Shoji, P.Eng.
Sunshine Coast Regional District
1975 Field Road
Sechelt, BC VON 3A1
Dear Mr. Shoji:
Re: Speed Limit reduction on North Road
Thank you for the letter of support for the reduction in speed limit on North Road, from Marine
Drive to Stewart Road.
We will forward your letter as part of the speed review and recommendations package going to
our Chief Highways Engineer.
Should you have any questions, please contact the undersigned at (604) 527-2236.
Yours truly,

Don Leg
A/Operations Manager
e-mail: Don.Legaultgov.bc.ca

DL

Ministry of
Transportation
and
Infrastructure

iower Mainland District
South Coast Region

Mailing Address:
300— 1500 Woolridge St
Coquitlam, BC V3K 088
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Telephone: (604) 527-2236
Facsimile: (604)-527-2222

Web Address:
www.gov.bc.caltran

Annex F
September 16, 2015

To whom it may concern
Re: Marine Drive Bike path/walkway
Let us preface our remarks by noting that between us we have over 80 years of regular serious bicycle
use; including about 45,000 kms of bicycle touring across Nepal, Tibet, Turkey, Western and Eastern
Europe, the United Kingdom, France and Eastern Canada in addition to bicycle commuting to work and
university. For more than 30 years Janet has used her bike to ride daily to work in both Gibsons and
Sechelt from our homes in Hopkins and Roberts Creek. So we are very familiar with what makes a good
bike path and what is available on the coast.
While we are encouraged by the SCRD plan to extend bike paths wherever possible, we have some
serious concerns about the ongoing viability and the implementation of the bike path program. We
were informed at the information meeting on Wednesday that the SCRD will maintain the path for 2
years including regular sweeping. Unfortunately, at that point the path’s maintenance is turned over to
the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure whose maintenance track record is abysmal to put it
mildly. To make a bike path useable there has to be a maintenance budget in place to maintain the path
to a higher standard than that of the adjacent roadway because narrow tired bikes are more
dangerously affected by poor road/path maintenance than cars are. The MoTI does not seem to make
this a priority, seldom ordering sweeping of either the paths or the shoulders until complaints are made.
There is gravel, glass and debris everywhere on the current pathways, which can cause tire punctures
and falls resulting in serious injury to a cyclist. Dirt and silt has been allowed to accumulate to the
point where we have seen blackberries, grass and even small alders growing on the paths themselves,
which force the cyclist to move unexpectedly into the road traffic. Pavement that may have been in
good shape when it was installed has subsided and cracked. Potholes have opened up which can easily
break a bike rim. Both can cause serious injury to the cyclist or force him or her to swerve into traffic to
avoid them. So there is little point in spending money to build a path if the organization that is
supposed to maintain it, does not do what is required to make it a viable transportation option.
In addition, on some of the paths we have ridden, there are design flaws where the path is merged
poorly with existing driveways, water drain grates are placed so that bike tires can fall into the slots,
manhole covers and drains are not placed level with the pavement so that a bicyclist loses control when
hitting them or damages a rim, berms are built between the road and the pathway which prevents the
cyclist from moving into the road way should there be an obstruction on the path itself. On some
sections the path construction and paving itself has been unnecessarily uneven and bumpy so that a
bike rider at speed is forced to ride in traffic rather than subject him/herself to a path more suitable for
a child’s bike. Other paths end abruptly forcing a speeding cyclist to suddenly and without warning, re‐
enter the vehicle traffic flow. Still other paths are on only one side of the road so that opposing or
overtaking cyclists can be forced out into oncoming vehicular traffic. Cycle paths which go against the
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traffic encourage the extremely dangerous practise of riding against the traffic flow and are a proven
death trap. Calling something a bike path doesn’t make it one.
The jurisdictional issues of who is in charge and who is going to maintain the pathway don’t end with the
SCRD, Gibsons, Sechelt and MOTI. In addition we have seen many of the bike paths with cars parking on
them (particularly near Langdale) but also along Marine Drive. If no one is ticketing vehicles, this
practice will continue making the bike path useless. With no bylaws in place or no bylaw enforcement
the bike path becomes a car park. This will certainly be the case on the proposed new section near
North Road where commuters and people visiting the Hopkins beach in summer are already an issue.
Simply calling something a bike path does not make it so. It has to be convenient and useable for the
cyclist or the serious cyclist will simply stay on the roadway itself.
In conclusion, while we are fully in favour of bike paths being created on the coast to encourage
alternate methods of transportation to using a car, we encourage the SCRD to deal with these key issues
so that the bike paths are in fact used for their intended purpose and not just expensive parking lots and
a waste of tax dollars. Thank you for your consideration of these points.

Yours truly,

Rob and Janet Bennie
1050 Point Rd.
Gibsons, B.C.
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