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Concerns over the 
VisionQuest house on Pratt 
Road and frustration with 
the public process persist 
while the Sunshine Coast 
Regional District (SCRD) 
awaits official word from 
the province that may 
determine the future of the 
transition house.

About one dozen 
people showed up for 
an Elphinstone Electors 
Community Association 
(EECA) meeting on 
VisionQuest on July 16.

SCRD senior planner 
David Raphael was on 
hand for the meeting to 
answer questions about the 
process VisionQuest is now 
going through.

The SCRD is currently 
waiting for letters from 
Vancouver Coastal Health 
(VCH) and the Office of 
Assisted Living Registrar 
(OALR) that state whether 
the operations at the house 
fit their definitions of a 
transition house.

One of the most com-
mon questions was why 
the SCRD was not able 
to shut the house down 
while the SCRD waited for 

decisions from VCH and 
OALR.

“Why is there not a red 
tag or a cease and desist 
order on the fence post 
yet?” one Pratt Road resi-
dent asked. He compared 
the house to an illegal con-
struction project or unli-
censed business.

Raphael said only the 
SCRD board has the power 
to do that and only if 
VCH or OALR decide the 
facility is not a transition 
house. He described it as 
an “innocent until proven 
guilty” scenario.

“We’ve not reached the 
point in the consideration 
of the VisionQuest prop-
erty whether or not we 
need to do that just yet,” 
he said.

Another common com-
plaint brought up at the 
meeting was a lack of 
information being pro-
vided by VisionQuest to 
the community. However, 
one Pratt Road resident, 
Deanna Hoversland, has 
had communication 
with VisionQuest’s board 
chair Earl Moulton. In a 
series of e-mail exchang-
es, Moulton answered 
Hoversland’s questions 
about VisionQuest’s opera-
tions including what the 

rules of the house and safe-
guards for the neighbour-
hood are.

He states that any breach
of house rules is equivalent
to a breach of bail or con-
ditional sentencing and is
dealt with by the RCMP. 
Residents are not simply 
“booted out” on the street. 
He added that violent or
confrontational incidents 
are extremely rare.

In her final question to 
Moulton, Hoversland asked
how residents in the neigh-
bourhood can be helpful as
a community to ease the
transition of Visionquest’s 
residents including dona-
tions of needed household
goods and access to work
for house residents.

Moulton’s response 
reads: “First and foremost
is to support our clients
in their task of recovery
by showing understanding,
compassion and respect.”

His response goes on 
to say that donations can
be arranged by contacting
VisionQuest and assistance 
with employment is greatly
appreciated.

Hoversland printed cop-
ies of the e-mails to share
with other residents who
attended the meeting and
with the SCRD board.
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For other water conservation information visit www.scrd.ca
or call SCRD Water Conservation at 604-885-6806.

A Water-Wise Alternative to Grass: Clover
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For many years, clover in the lawn was commonplace and even 
sought after for its radiant emerald colour.  However, with the 
introduction of broad-leafed herbicides, clover has become 
socially accepted as an unwanted weed.  But is clover really 
that bad?

Consider this:
 • Clover is much more drought-resistant than traditional
  grass varieties, so it stays greener longer in warm weather
  without having to use as much water;
 • It’s soft on the feet;
 • Larger leaves shade the soil keeping it cooler and moist;
 • It has one of the best fl owers for bees (something we need
  with rapidly declining numbers in bee populations);
 • It’s resistant to dog urine;
 • It releases nitrogen into the soil which is a benefi cial
  nutrient for grass.

Pure clover lawns are great for low-traffi c areas; however, for 
more often used areas, a mixture of grass and clover will work 
well.

Clover lawns may not work everywhere.  Rather, they serve as 
a more water-effi cient option to traditional lawns.  With climate 
change knocking on our doors, new options such as clover could 
reduce our impact on our water and environment.
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